9g                                     TO THE STUDENTS
whoftas had anything to do with the students, has realized that
our educational system is faulty. It does not correspond to the
requirements of the country, certainly not to the requirements
of pauper India, There is no correspondence between the edu-
cation that is given and the home life and the village life. But
that is, I fear, a larger question than you and I can deal with
in a meeting of this character.
The One Indispensable Condition
Taking things as they are, we have to consider what is
possible for the students 'to do and what more we can do in
order to serve the country. The answer that has come to me
and to many, who are eager to see that the student world gives
a good account of itself, is that the students have to search
within and look after their personal character. Purity of per-
sonal life is the one indispensable condition for building a sound
education. And my meetings with thousands of students and
the correspondence which I continuously have with the students
in which they pour out their innermost feelings and take me
into their confidence show me quite clearly that there is much
left to be desired. I am sure that all of you understand
thoroughly what I mean. In our languages there is a beautiful
word, equivalent for the word student, that is, brahmacharl
And I hope you know whgt the word brahmachari means. It
means searcher after God, one who conducts himself so as to
bring himself nearest to God in the least possible time. And all
the great religions of the world, however much they may differ,
are absolutely one on this fundamental thing that no man or
woman with an impure heart can possibly appear before the
Great White Throne. All our learning or recitation of the Vedas,
correct knowledge of Sanskrit, Latin, Greek and what not will
avail us nothing if they do not enable us to cultivate absolute
purity of heart. The end of all knowledge must be building
up of character.
Do not Lose Faith
An English friend in Shimoga, whom I did not know before,
came up to me and asked me, why it was, if India was realfy
a spiritually advanced country, he did not observe in the stu-
dents a real yearning after knowledge of God, why was it that
the students,, many of them, did not even know what the